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MINUTES OF WCMP MEETING
20 JULY 2011
TŶ HYWEL BUILDING, CARDIFF BAY AT 11 AM
Attendance:
	NAME
	ORGANISATION

	John Griffiths AM
	Minister for Environment and Sustainability

	Lynda Warren
	Chair

	Bob Lowe
	Welsh Yachting Association

	Caroline Price
	Royal Yachting Association

	Vince Scerri
	Associated British Ports

	Paul Parker
	Severn Estuary Partnership

	Roger Cook
	Welsh Federation of Sea Anglers

	Rhoda Ballinger
	Cardiff University

	Gary Thompson
	The Crown Estate

	David Harding
	British Marine

	Iwan Ball
	Wales Environment Link

	Gill Bell
	Wales Environment Link Marine Working Group

	John Hamer
	Countryside Council for Wales

	Chris Corcoran
	Small Ship Management Ltd

	David Levell
	Milford Haven Port Authority

	Sam Wilding
	Cardigan Bay Fisherman's Association Ltd

	Llywelyn Rhys
	Renewable UK Cymru

	Ruth Williams
	National Trust

	Rachel Sharp
	Wildlife Trusts Wales

	Robert James
	Marine Management Organisation

	Fergus O’Brien
	Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water

	Julia Williams
	Welsh Government

	Steve Spode
	Welsh Government

	Alan Storer
	Welsh Government

	Jill Brown
	Partnership Officer


The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Apologies: Michel Regelous, Mark Russell, David Tudor, Gay Mitchelson-Jacob, Louise Pennington, Beth Henshall, Becky Favager, Alex Pepper, Michael Dolan and Dafydd Jarrett. 
1)
Minutes and actions from last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 November 2010 were approved as a true record, subject to the amendment below. All actions were reviewed and completed. 

AOB – last sentence - delete  “Britishways” and replace with “British Waterways”.
2)
Introduction from John Griffiths AM, Minister for Environment and 


Sustainability

The Minister was pleased to be given the opportunity to attend WCMP and    said that effective engagement was important for the partnership.  He outlined the importance and integration of three  work areas: the marine planning system, the marine licensing system and the designation of Marine Conservations Zones (MCZs).  The Minister referred to the challenges facing Welsh Government to ensure that all areas of work link together and how. important it will be to get all aspects right so that the aims, objectives and milestones are delivered to encompass the activities of marine licensing, marine planning and the designation of MCZs.
The Minister referred to the Marine Planning consultation and was encouraged by responses relating to the need for an integrated approach for land and sea.  
In terms of designating MCZs, the Minister confirmed that the planned approach was to designate a small number of sites with high levels of protection. He emphasised the need to consult as widely as possible and to maximise public involvement in the engagement process.   
Questions:

1)
Iwan Ball - Will the Minister re-commit to developing national marine 
plans for Wales by the end of 2012 in order to set a clear direction for 
all decision makers by setting objectives and determining relative policy 
priorities for the Welsh Marine area?


The Minister responded that he envisaged difficulties in meeting 2012 
as there are considerable challenges involved in adopting the national 
spatial approach.  He said that it was important to get it the process 
right and gave reassurance that the Welsh Government were 
committed to engaging and consulting fully with stakeholders in 
development of national plans.
2)
Tonia Forsyth - Do you see a role for the Pembrokeshire Coastal 
Forum and the Severn Estuary Partnership as an implementation 
mechanism for Integrated Coastal Zone Management and Marine 
Planning in Wales?


In response, the Minister said the implementation for ICZM and Marine 
Planning would be taken forward via a national approach.  To facilitate 
the implementation process, Welsh Government will involve as many 
networks and organisations as possible. The Minister added, it 
was too early at this stage to be in a position to discuss resources.  
3)
Gill Bell - Will the Minister be flexible over the number of Marine 
Conservation Zones and when looking at the management MCZs, will 
the Minister commit to ensuring that the appropriate site specific level 
of management is put in place?

Time ran out for the Q & A session with the Minister. Therefore Julia answered the remaining questions. 

Julia Williams confirmed that the approach remained to designate no more than 3-4 highly protected sites but there might be some flexibility on this depending on the feedback during consultation and the socio-economic impacts.  For example,  it might be ecologically and socio-economically feasible to have more, but smaller, sites. In terms of management, whether it is statutory or voluntary will depend on the risk involved : there is  no general presumption that all management will be statutory or all voluntary. However because of the nature of the risk, For fishing activity, the expectation is that statutory management measures will be involved because of the nature of the risk; other extractive and depositional activities will be governed by the statutory licensing system.  
4)
Dave Levell –Dave read out his question: Can the Minister confirm that 
Welsh Government will legislate to exempt seabed sampling from the 
requirement for a marine licence and if so, what is the likely  timescale 
for this to occur?

Julia advised that we don’t have to wait for England to legislate but that 
there was a bidding process for Assembly legislative amendments; 
there were also other amendments that needed to be made to the 
licensing regulations which need to be presented as a package.  Julia 
confirmed that in the meantime, the WG Marine Consents Unit would 
continue to take as de minimis an approach as possible towards 
processing sampling licence applications.  
3)
Marine Strategy Framework Directive
Alan Storer gave a presentation on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive outlining the requirements of the Directive and the EU and Regional context for implementation.  Charting Progress 2 will be the basis for the initial assessment. Alan described how good ecological status (GES) is determined and how the indicators and targets for GES are set.   An update was given on progress and the key dates for delivering 2012 milestones were provided. 

Roger Cook requested copies of Charting Progress 2 (Action: Al Storer, Welsh Government). 

 There was discussion around the determination of GES  and how the Welsh contribution will be measured. Lynda Warren said that WCMP should be made aware of future Defra stakeholder meetings.

4)
Natural Environment Framework
Steve Spode gave an update on progress of the Natural Environment Framework.  

The National Environment Framework seeks to secure a stronger focus on sustainable management of land and water by making ecosystems and their services central to our decision making. Whatever route is taken to better manage our ecosystems, one thing is clear: we need better information on Welsh ecosystems, their function, their relationships to services, their locations, and the social and economic forces affecting them and the values and benefits derived from them. To successfully rise to the challenges facing us in both our terrestrial and marine environments and we need to be clear about what the challenges are.  The Natural Environment Framework (NEF) is a consultative process, and there was a public consultation in September 2010.    
Several questions were raised about legislation.  Steve Spode explained that there will be a requirement for new legislation to accommodate the ecosystem approach.  

5)
Partner Presentations
1)  
Summary of INTERREG IVB IMCORE  and INTERREG IVC  Deltanet 
     
Projects
Rhoda Ballinger gave a presentation on IMCORE (Management for Europe's Changing Coastal Resource Project in the Severn Estuary.  The project aims to inform the development of climate change and help coastal communities in the Severn Estuary adapt to climate change. 


Rhoda also gave a presentation on the Deltanet Project.

For further information on both projects contact: Rhoda Ballinger
2) 
Manifesto for Coasts and Seascapes
Edward Holdaway gave a presentation on the work of the Wales Landscape Partnership.  He described the manifesto for coasts and landscapes that seeks to promote seascapes and the marine dimension of coastal protected Landscapes as key 
resources in the marine environment. He emphasised that they have natural, cultural/social and perceptual/aesthetic dimensions and are not just about the view. Edward highlighted the actions needed by Welsh Government, Countryside Council for Wales,  coastal local authorities and coastal protected landscapes to fulfil the Manifesto and the progress achieved to date. The presentation is on the WCMP website.   For more information contact Edward Holdaway
6)
Marine Conservation Zone Update
Julia Williams gave an update on progress to date.  Welsh Government is looking to designate a small number of sites that offer the greatest ecological value and give the highest level of protection.  It now seems unlikely that Welsh Government will be in a position to designate sites by 2012.  

The Technical Advisory Group met on 14 July and is scheduled to meet again in early Autumn to decide on advice and recommendations to the Steering Group on the potential sites that should go forward for initial consultation. The Steering Group meets again on 17 October 2011.
7)
Marine Planning Consultation Update
Julia gave an update on marine planning in Wales.  An analysis of the feedback to the marine planning consultation is scheduled for Autumn 2011, together with the Welsh Government’s response.  
Julia also outlined the Welsh Government’s emerging thinking on the type of governance structure necessary to support the development of marine planning. She advised that instead of establishing the planning specific groups outlined in the planning consultation, there was growing recognition of the need to have a structure for marine that was more holistic because of the interdependencies – for example between planning and GES. The Welsh Government was therefore looking at having a programme-wide marine governance structure, in which marine planning would be located. More information on this would be shared with WCMP as soon as possible.   
8)
AOB – Sam Wilding proposed that James Wilson, mussel aquaculturist from North Wales, be invited to join WCMP as there is currently no representation from the aquaculture sector.  This proposal was accepted by the Chair.

Tonia Forstyth offered to give a presentation on recreational issues to a future WCMP meeting.

9)
Date of Next Meeting – either 22 or 29 November (date to be 
confirmed).      Action: JB

MEETING ENDED AT 3.30PM
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